
The Flood Story in J and P according to the Documentary Hypothesis (revised from http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/rs/2/Judaism/jepd.html) 

J P 

The LORD plans the flood 
The LORD saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and that 
every inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually. And the 
LORD was sorry that he had made humankind on the earth, and it grieved him to his 
heart. So the LORD said, "I will blot out from the earth the human beings I have 
created -- people together with animals and creeping things and birds of the air, for I 
am sorry that I have made them." But Noah found favor in the sight of the LORD. 
[Gen 6:5-8 NRSV] 
 

God plans the flood 
Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with violence. And 
God saw that the earth was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its ways upon the 
earth. And God said to Noah, "I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the 
earth is filled with violence because of them; now I am going to destroy them along 
with the earth. Make yourself an ark ... [Gen 6:11-16 NRSV] 

Noah's special status 
Then the LORD said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have 
seen that you alone are righteous before me in this generation. [7:1]  

Noah's special status 
"For my part, I am going to bring a flood of waters on the earth, to destroy from under 
heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die. 
But I will establish my covenant with you; and you shall come into the ark, you, your 
sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you." [6:17-18]  
 

Animals by pairs  
"Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and its mate; and a pair of 
the animals that are not clean, the male and its mate; and seven pairs of the birds of 
the air also, male and female, to keep their kind alive on the face of all the earth. For 
in seven days I will s end rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights; and every 
living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground." And Noah did 
all that the LORD had commanded him. [7:2-5]  

Animals by pairs 
"And of every living thing, of all flesh, you shall bring two of every kind into the ark, to 
keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. Of the birds according to 
their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground according to its kind, two of every 
kind shall come in to you, to keep them alive. Also take with you every kind of food 
that is eaten, and store it up; and it shall serve as food for you and for them." Noah 
did this; he did all that God commanded him. [6:19-22]  

Beginning and duration of flood 
And after seven days the waters of the flood came on the earth. [6:10] 
The rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. [6:12] 

Beginning and duration of flood 
In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day 
of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the 
windows of the heavens were opened. [Gen 6:11] 
And the waters swelled on the earth for one hundred fifty days . [7:24] 
 

End of flood 
At the end of forty days  Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made and 
sent out the raven; and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the 
earth. Then he sent out the dove ... He waited another seven days, and again he sent 
out the dove... Then he waited another seven days, and sent out the dove; and i t did 
not return to him any more. [8:6-12] 
 

End of flood 
In the six hundred first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters 
were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, 
and saw that the face of the ground was drying. In the second month, on the twenty-
seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. Then God said to Noah, "Go out of the 
ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you....[8:13-16] 

The LORD's promise never to curse the earth 
Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every 
clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. And when the LORD smelled the 
pleasing odor, the LORD said in his heart, "I will never again curse the ground 
because of humankind, for the inclination of the human heart is evil from youth; nor 
will I ever again destroy every living creature as I have done. As long as the earth 
endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, 
shall not cease." [8:20-22] 

God's promise: the covenant of the rainbow 
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "As for me, I am establishing my 
covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature 
that is with you... I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be 
cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 
earth." God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you, 
for all future generations; I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of 
the covenant between me and the earth... [9:8-17] 

 




