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Tuesdays, 1-2 Dr. Kasia Szpakowska
Faraday L Keir Hardie 111
Thursdays, 9-10 tel (on campus) x3104
Glyn Dwr D tel (off campus) 01792 513104

K.Szpakowska@swansea.ac.uk

This module will provide an overview of Ancient Egyptian religion and mythology.
The lessons will proceed both diachronically (covering the history of Egyptian
religion through time) and synchronically (by topic). This course offers an
introduction to the intellectual thought and religious life of Ancient Egypt, as well as
an overview of the major deities and myths. Students will also learn how to
overcome the particular problems inherent in studying an ancient civilization with
no living witnesses.

There is one main textbook, that you must read in its entirety. This will be
supplemented by Egyptian texts in translation, and other secondary literature that
will be provided in class. It is important that you do the readings BEFORE the class
session so that we can discuss them, and ask any questions you might have
concerning them. This will not simply be a lecture class—your active participation in
discussion groups during the class-time is expected. The Egyptians were dynamic,
lively, and complex individuals and so too should you be. By the end of the module
you will have learned how to approach the Egyptian religion in a scholarly yet
sensitive way.

Assessment:

(All assessed elements must be completed. If you fail to submit an element, your
mark for the course will be 0%.)
¢ Attendance and active participation in discussions is required.
* Online Quiz 27 April (includes brief definitions, identifications of major deities,
iconography, and symbols).
¢ 25% will be based on an essay.
e 75% will be based on the final exam in June. The exam will include short
answer questions, image and text interpretations, and a short essay.



Required texts:

David, Rosalie (2002) Religion and Magic in Ancient EQypt. London: Penguin Books.
Hart, George (1986) A Dictionary of EQyptian Gods and Goddesses. London and New
York: Routledge.

Syllabus and Readings:

Be sure to read the texts BEFORE the class session! Authors or works in italics refer
to texts provided in your study pack.
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1. 27/1 |Introduction

2. 29/1 [Sources, Definitions (David, Chapter 1: 1-35)

3. 5/2 |PreDynastic and Early Dynastic Religion; |(David, Chapter 2: 37-76)
Cosmogonies

4. 10/2 |Old Kingdom; Pyramid Texts; Rise of the |(David, Chapter 3: 77-136)
Sun-God

5. 12/2 [|First Intermediate Period, Middle (David, Chapter 4: 137-177)
Kingdom; Coffin Texts

6. 17/2 |Osiris & Horus; Time

7. 19/2 |New Kingdom; Amun and Kingship (David, Chapter 5: 178-211)

8. 24/3 |Amarna; Aten; Hymns (David, Chapter 6: 212-245)

26/2-3/3 Seminars Handouts (Hymns to
Amun and Aten)

9. 4/3 |Ramesside ‘Personal Piety’; Prayers (David, Chapter 7: 246-291)

10. 9/3 Deities & Demons (Video) (Online: Mertz)

11.11/3 |Magic (Online: Spells)

12.18/3 |Religion in Death; Funerary Rituals & (Online: Funerary Texts)
Books of the Afterflife

13.22/4 |[Third Intermediate Period & Late Period; [(David, Chapter 8: 292-317)
Divination & Oracles

14.29/4 |Hellenistic World; Isis, Serapis (David, Chapter 9: 318-341)

15. 4/5 Coptic Survivals (David, Chapter 9: 341-344)
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Essay Topics:

PLEASE read the guides for writing essays CAREFULLY (they are available on
Blackboard under Course Material)! Plagiarism, incorrect citation of sources, and
insufficient bibliographies can lead to a serious loss of marks. Note as well that in
this module internet sites are NOT AUTHORIZED as sources of information (with
the exception of the one website listed below). The vast majority are filled with
misinformation, and will only lead you astray. Use the bibliography below as a start
for researching your topic. If you need further help, do not hesitate to contact me.

ESSAY DUE DATES: Noon, either 3 March or 21 April.

1.

Analyse the religious significance of either Sekhmet or Thoth. Focus on either
their function or meaning in Egyptian religion at a specific time, or a
particular attribute, or their associated rituals and cults. Be sure to make your
thesis clear in the first paragraph of your essay.

. Discuss the religious and symbolic significance of animals (choose either

falcons (hawks) or rams).

. You have been asked to design an exhibit of five artefacts on Ancient

Egyptian Religion during a specific time period (Pre-Dynastic to Early
Dynastic, Old Kingdom, Middle Kingdom, New Kingdom, Late Period, or
Greco-Roman) at the Egypt Centre. Select five artefacts you would use,
discuss why you chose them, what they reveal concerning the topic, and
describe your plans.

. Discuss the role of the dead in Ancient Egyptian medicine and magic. Be sure

to cite specific spells, prescriptions, or practices to support your argument.

. The architecture of temples reflects religious beliefs and ideologies. Compare

and contrast the architecture of New Kingdom temples (excluding those of
Amarna) with those of the Ptolemaic period.

. Discuss the role of women in formal religious practices. You may either focus

in detail on one time period, or analyze the changes through time relating to
a specific practice.

. Analyze and discuss the Hymn to Amun-Re on the votive stele of Nebre

within the context of Ramesside ‘personal piety.” Use one of the following
translations:

* The translation by Edward F. Wente Jr. in Simpson, William Kelly
(ed.),(2003) The Literature of Ancient EQypt: An anthology of stories,
instructions, stelae, autobiographies, and poetry. New Haven & London:
Yale University Press: 284-286 (this has an excellent bibliography at the
end).

* The translation by Miriam Lichtheim in Lichtheim, Miriam (1976)
Ancient Egyptian Literature Vol 1I: The New Kingdom. Berkeley:
University of California Press: 105-107.
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Blbllography
(There are many more books & journal articles which will be useful— this is
just to give you a start. You will need to use ‘Voyager’, the library’s online
cataloguing system to locate the books. Note that some are available in the
FOLIO section of the library. Some of the articles are available as
PHOTOCOPIES in the library. If you cannot find a book, journal, or article, do
ask a librarian for help.)

* = highly recommended for purchase
BOLD = first place to check for research!

Allen, J. P. (1989) Religion and Philosophy in Ancient EQypt. New Haven, Conn.: Yale
Egyptological Seminar Dept. of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations the
Graduate School Yale University. [BL2441 YAL]

Allen, J. P. (1995/1988) Genesis in Eqypt: The philosophy of ancient Egyptian creation
accounts. San Antonio, Texas: Van Siclen Books. [BL.2450.C6 ALL]

Assmann, J. (1995) Eqyptian Solar Religion in the New Kingdom: Re, Amun and the Crisis
of Polytheism. London and New York: Kegan Paul International.

*Assmann, J. (2001) The Search for God in Ancient EQypt. 1st English-language , with
revisions and additions. Ed. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. [BL2441.2 ASS]

Baines, J. (1987) 'Practical religion and piety', Journal of EQyptian Archaeology 73: 79-98.
[DE1.J21]

Baines, J. and Madlek, J. (1980) Atlas of Ancient Egypt. New York, Oxford: Andromeda
Oxford Ltd. [DT60 BAI (FOLIOS)]

Bleeker, C. J. (1973) Hathor and Thoth: Two key figures of the ancient Egyptian religion.
Leiden: E.J. Brill. [BL2450.H17 BLE]

Borghouts, J. F. (1978) Ancient Egyptian Magical Texts. Leiden: E.J. Brill. [P]J1967 BOR]

Borghouts, J. F. (1982) 'Divine Intervention in Ancient Egypt and its Manifestation
(b3w)', in Gleanings from Deir el-Medina. (eds., Demarée, R. J. and Janssen, J. ].),
Leiden: Nederlands Instituut voor het Nabije Oosten: 1-70.

Celenko, T. (ed.),(1996) Egypt in Africa. Indianapolis: Indianapolis Museum of Art.

Clarysse, W., Schoors, A. and Willems, H. (eds.),(1998) Egyptian Religion: The Last
Thousand Years: Studies Dedicated to the Memory of Jan Quaegebeur. Leuven:
Uitgeverij Peeters en Departement Oosterse Studies. [BL2441 CLA]

Cruz-Uribe, E. (1995) 'Atum, Shu, and the Gods During the Amarna Period', Journal
of the Society for the Study of Egyptian Antiquities XXV: 15-22. [DE1.J31]

David, R. (2002) Religion and Magic in Ancient EQypt. London: Penguin Books.

Dodson, A. (2000) After the pyramids: The Valley of the Kings and Beyond. London:
Rubicon.

Donadoni, S. (ed.),(1997) The Egyptians. Chicago and London: The University of
Chicago Press. [DT61 EGY]

Faulkner, R. O. (1969) The Ancient Egyptian Pyramid Texts. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
[PL2430 FAU]
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Faulkner, R. O. (1973) The Ancient EQyptian Coffin Texts. Warminster: Aris & Phillips
Ltd. [PJ1554 FAU]

Faulkner, R. O. (1997) The Ancient Egyptian Book of the Dead. 3rd Ed. Austin:
University of Texas Press. [P]J1555.E5 FAU2]

Forman, W. and Quirke, S. (1996) Hieroglyphs and the Afterlife in Ancient EQypt.
London: British Museum Press.

Frankfort, H. a. H. A., Wilson, J. A., Jacobsen, T. and Irwin, W. A. (1946) The
Intellectual Adventure of Ancient Man. Chicago & London: The University of
Chicago Press. [BL96 FRA]

Freed, R. E., Markowitz, Y. ]. and D'Auria, S. H. (eds.),(1999) Pharaohs of the Sun:
Akhenaten, Nefertiti, Tutankhamen. Boston, New York, London: Bulfinch
Press/Little, Brown and Company. [NB75 FRE Folios]

Friedman, F. D. (1994) 'Aspects of Domestic Life and Religion', in Pharaoh’s Workers:
the villagers of Deir el-Medina. (ed., Lesko, L. H.), Ithaca and London: Cornell
University Press: 95-117. [DT73.D47 PHA]

Germond, P. (2001) An Egyptian bestiary. London: Thames & Hudson. [N5350 .GER
(FOLIO)]

Griffiths, J. G. and Lloyd, A. B. (1992) Studies in Pharaonic Religion and Society: In
Honour of ]. Gwyn Griffiths. London: Egypt Exploration Society. [P]J1026.G75 LLO]

*Hart, G. (1986) A Dictionary of Egyptian Gods and Goddesses. London and New
York: Routledge. [BL2450.G6 HAR]

Hodel-Hoenes, S. (2000) Life and Death in Ancient EQypt: Scenes from Private Tombs in
New Kingdom Thebes. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press.

*Hornung, E. (1971) Conceptions of God in Ancient Egypt: The One and the Many.
Ithaca: Cornell University Press.

*Hornung, E. (1992) Idea into Image: Essays on Ancient Egyptian Thought. Timken
Publishers, Inc. [B141 HOR]

Hornung, E. (1999) Akhenaten and the Religion of Light. Ithaca: Cornell University
Press. [BL2443 HOR]

Hornung, E. (1999) The Ancient EQyptian Books of the Afterlife. Ithaca, London: Cornell
University Press. [PJ1551 HOR]

Kanawati, N. (2001) The Tomb and Beyond: Burial Customs of Egyptian Officials. Aris &
Phillips Ltd.

Kemp, B. J. (1995) 'How Religious were the Ancient Egyptians?' Cambridge
Archaeological Journal 5: 25-54. [Photocopy 1423]

Leahy, A. and Tait, J. (eds.),(1999) Studies on Ancient Egypt in Honour of H.S. Smith.
London: The Egypt Exploration Society. [DT56.9 LEA]

Leitz, C. (1999) Magical and Medical Papyri of the New Kingdom. London: British
Museum Press. [PJ1681 LEI (FOLIO)]

Lesko, B. S. (1999) The Great Goddesses of EQypt. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press. [BL2450.G58 LES]



CLE107 syllabus - 2004 - page 6

Lesko, L. H. (ed.),(1994) Pharaoh’s Workers: The Villagers of Deir el Medina. Ithaca:
Cornell University Press. [DT73.D47 PHA]

Lichtheim, M. (1973) Ancient Egyptian Literature Vol I: The Old and Middle Kingdoms.
Berkeley: University of California Press. [P]1943 LIC]

Lichtheim, M. (1976) Ancient Egyptian Literature Vol II: The New Kingdom. Berkeley:
University of California Press. [P]J1943 LIC]

Lichtheim, M. (1980) Ancient EQyptian Literature Vol III: The Late Period. Berkeley:
University of California Press. [PJ1943 LIC]

Loprieno, A. (ed.),(1996) Ancient Egyptian Literature: History and Forms. Leiden, New
York, Koln: E.J. Brill. [PJ1481 ANC]

Lurker, M. (1980) The Gods and Symbols of Ancient EQypt: An Illustrated Dictionary.
English-language edition Ed. London: Thames and Hudson.

Meeks, D. and Favard-Meeks, C. (1996) Daily Life of the Egyptian Gods. Ithaca and
London: Cornell University Press. [BL2450.G6 MEE]

Mertz, B. (1990) Red Land, Black Land: Daily Life in Ancient EQypt. New York: Peter
Bedrick Books. [DT61 MER]

Morenz, S. (1973) Eqyptian Religion. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. [BL2441 MOR]

Murnane, W. J. and Meltzer, E. S. (1995) Texts from the Amarna Period in Egypt.
Atlanta, Ga.: Scholars Press. [DT87.4 MUR]

Nordh, K. (1996) Aspects of Ancient EQyptian Curses and Blessings. Uppsala. [BL2445
NOR]

Osborn, D. J. and Osbornovd, J. (1998) The Mammals of Ancient EQypt. Warminster:
Aris & Phillips Ltd.

Parkinson, R. B. (1991b) 'Teachings, Discourses and Tales from the Middle Kingdom',
in Middle Kingdom Studies. (ed., Quirke, S.), New Malden: Sia Publishing: 91-122.
[DT61 MID]

Pinch, G. (1993) Votive Offerings to Hathor. Oxford: Griffith Institute, Ashmolean
Museum. [BL2450.H17 PIN]

Pinch, G. (1994) Magic in Ancient Egypt. London: British Museum Press. [BF1591 PIN]

*Pinch, Geraldine (2002) Handbook of Egyptian Mythology. Santa Barbara, Calif.: Abc-
Clio.

*Quirke, S. (1992) Ancient Egyptian Religion. London: British Museum Press. [BL2441.2
QUI]

Quirke, S. (ed.),(1997) The Temple in Ancient EQypt: New discoveries and recent research.
London: British Museum Press. [DT68.8 QUI]

*Quirke, S. (2001) The Cult of Ra: Sun-Worship in Ancient EQypt. London: Thames &
Hudson. [BL2450.R2 QUI]

Ray, J. D. (1981) 'Ancient Egypt', in Divination and Oracles. (eds., Loewe, M. and
Blacker, C.), London: George Allen & Unwin: 174-190.

*Redford, D. B. (ed.),(2002) The Ancient Gods Speak: A Guide to Egyptian Religion.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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Redford, D. B. (2001) The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt. Oxford and New
York: Oxford University Press. [DT58 OXF (REFERENCE COLLECTION)]

Ritner, R. K. (1993) The Mechanics of Ancient EQyptian Magical Practice. Chicago: The
Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago.

Ritner, R. K. (1995) 'The Religious, Social, and Legal Parameters of Traditional
Egyptian Magic', in Ancient Magic and Ritual Power. (eds., Meyer, M. and Mirecki,
P.), Leiden, New York, Koln: E.]J. Brill: 43-60. [BF1591 ANC]

Roth, A. M. (2000) 'Father Earth, Mother Sky: Ancient Egyptian beliefs about
conception and fertility', in Reading the Body: Representations and Remains in the
Archaeological Record. (ed., Rautman, A. E.), Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press: 187-201. [CC72.4 R444 2000]

Schulz, R. and Seidel, M. (eds.),(1998) Egypt: The World of the Pharaohs. Koln:
Koénemann. [DT61 SCH (FOLIO)]

Shafer, B. E. (ed.),(1991) Religion in Ancient Egypt: Gods, Myths, and Personal Practice.
Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press. [BL2441.2 SHA]

Shafer, B. E. (ed.),(1997) Temples of Ancient EQypt. Ithaca: Cornell University Press.
[BL2450.T2 SHA]

*Shaw, I. and Nicholson, P. (1995) The Dictionary of Ancient Egypt. London:
British Museum Press. [DT58 SHA]

*Simpson, William Kelly (ed.),(2003) The Literature of Ancient EQypt: An anthology of
stories, instructions, stelae, autobiographies, and poetry. New Haven & London: Yale
University Press.

Taylor, J. H. (2001) Death and the Afterlife in Ancient Eqypt. London: British Museum
Press. [ BL2450.D43 TAY]

Thomas, A. P. (1986) EqQyptian Gods and Myths. Aylesbury, Bucks, UK: Shire
Publications. [BL.2450.G6 THO]

Vernus, P. (1998) The Gods of Ancient Eqypt. George Braziller. [BL2441.2 VER
(FOLIOS)]

Wilkinson, R. H. (1992) Reading Eqyptian Art: A Hieroglyphic Guide to Ancient EQyptian
Painting and Sculpture. London: Thames & Hudson. [PJ1097 WIL]

Wilkinson, R. H. (1999) Symbol & Magic in EQyptian Art. London & New York:
Thames and Hudson. [N5350 WIL]

Wilkinson, R. H. (2000) The Complete Temples of Ancient Eqypt. London: Thames and
Hudson. [DT68.8 WIL]

Wilson, J. A. (1946) 'Egypt: The Nature of the Universe', in The Intellectual Adventure
of Ancient Man. (eds., Frankfort, H. a. H. A., Wilson, J. A., Jacobsen, T. and Irwin,
W. A.), Chicago & London: The University of Chicago Press: 31-61.

Journals

* Antiquity CCL.A5

e Gottinger Miszellen (GM) DE1.G52

* Journal of EQyptian Archaeology (JEA) DE1.]J21

* Journal of the American Research Center in EQypt (JARCE) DE1.A26
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* Journal of the Society for the Study of EQyptian Antiquities (J]SSEA) DE1.J31

e KMT DE1.K44

* Mitteilungen des Deutschen Archiologischen Instituts Abteilung Kairo (MDAIK)
DE1.D28 )

* Revue d'Egyptologie (RAE) DE1.R27

Websites

While you are encouraged to explore many sites on the internet, the ONLY one that
you are allowed to consult as a reference for your essay is as follows:

The Petrie Museum'’s Site
http:/ /www.digitalegypt.ucl.ac.uk/

NOTE: This module also has materials and resources available on its own
internet environment in Blackboard. Online quizzes are available to help you test
your understanding of the material. These are self-grading, and are not required,
but many students note that using these quizzes help their understanding, which
often results in a higher mark. There is also a bulletin board available for you to
post questions or discuss various issues. This site will be active at the beginning of
the teaching block, and those who are enrolled in the module will automatically

have access to the site. The address is http://bb.swan.ac.uk




