Somewhat Consistent Practices across Institutional and Departmental Ph.D. Programs
Dr. Paul Myhre, Wabash Center

Expectations for and by Applicants for Ph.D. Studies:

1. Applicants need to indicate their preferred area of research

2. Applicants are encouraged to consult with full-time professors at the graduate school about what they intend to study 

3. Applicants and graduate faculty are encouraged to interact prior to admission 
a. It is widely thought that this practice can provide faculty with an indication of the applicant’s fit with the graduate school and provide applicants a sense of the scope and mission of a given graduate school program 

4. Applicants for Ph.D. studies are required to submit various types of statements indicating their doctoral research interests or project

5. Applicants are encouraged to talk with present graduate students about their fields of study and the graduate school culture

6. With the exception of a few schools, information about Teaching Assistantships and teaching capacity building programs are not indicated on the web pages associated with the graduate school or the graduate school department

7. [bookmark: _GoBack]With the exception of a few schools, information about teaching centers associated with the university and the graduate school is not generally indicated on graduate school web pages

8. Applicant expectations for teaching opportunities while in graduate school are heightened on departmental web pages in some graduate schools and not indicated at all on others. Given the information shared in our visits, it appears that teaching opportunities are offered to students once they have accomplished at least a year of course work

9. Web pages systematically spell out expectations for earning a Ph.D. degree and in general do not indicate a need for demonstrating teaching competency beyond content or field knowledge

10. Information about how to acquire Teaching Assistantships or teaching capacity while in graduate school is generally not available on published webpages and is provided to students by another means

11. Assessment of Ph.D. work is primarily about assessing a student’s research, writing, and field specific examinations – oral and written. There is generally little assessment of a student’s capacities for teaching in advance of their course work or during their course of study.

12. Other observations
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