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The eminent Eastern Christian liturgiologist Robert Taft has written of the
methodological turn his own work has taken in recent years, saying that: “In so doing I
have, in a sense, been responding to my own appeal, made years ago, that we ‘integrate
into our work the methods of the relatively recent pietd popolare or annales schools of
Christian history in Europe’ and study liturgy not just from the top down, i.e., in its
official or semi-official texts, but also from the bottom up, ‘as something real people
did’.” And it is becoming increasingly clear in scholarship that what “real people did” is
to be read, precisely, in the development of the “popular” practices and beliefs associated
with the cult of the martyrs and later saints at their shrines in the overall shaping of late
antique culture, religion, and society. This research seminar in early Christian feasts
will focus on the development of Mary and the Saints in relationship to what has been
often assumed to be the central focus of the liturgical year. The term “Early Christianity”
in the title of this course is intended to include early medieval authors and texts in East
and West (e.g., Bernard of Clairvaux). Requirements include the leading of at least
two seminars and a major research paper.

REQUIRED BOOKS

Paul Bradshaw and Maxwell Johnson, The Origins of Feasts, Fasts, and Seasons in Early
Christianity (London; SPCK, 2011)

Peter Brown, The Cult of the Saints: Its Rise and Function in Latin Christianity (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1981

Brian Daley, On the Dormition of Mary: Early Patristic Homilies (Crestwood; St.
Valdimir's Seminary Press)

Candida Moss, The Other Christs: Imitating Jesus in Ancient Christian ldeologies of
Martyrdom (New York/London: Oxford University Press, 2010).

Stephen Shoemaker, Ancient Tradition's of the Virgin Mary's Dormition and Assumption
(Oxford; Oxford University Press, 2004))



TENTATIVE SYLLABUS

August 23:

I. Introduction to the Course/Selection of Topics

August 30:

II. Feasts, Fasts, and Seasons in Early Christianity
Bradshaw/Johnson, Parts 1 -4

September 6:

III. Mary and the Saints in the New Testament
From The One Mediator, the Saints, and Mary

J. Fitzmeyer, "Biblical Data on the Veneration, Intercession, and Invocation of
Holy People," pp. 135-148;

J. Reumann, "How Do We Interpret 1 Timothy 2:1-5 (and Related Passages)?"
Other Sources:

R. Brown, et. al. (eds.), Mary in the New Testament

R. Brown, The Virginal Conception and Bodily Resurrection of Jesus

R. Brown, The Birth of the Messiah

E. Johnson, Truly Our Sister, 209-305

September 13:

IV. Mary in the early Patristic Period

Protoevangelium of James (New Testament Apocrypha 1, 370-388
Infancy Gospel of Thomas (ibid., 388-413)

Justin Martyr

Irenaeus, Against Heresies 3.22-23

A. Terian, The Armenian Gospel of the Infancy

September 20 and 27:
26:




27:

V. and VI. The Cult of the Martyrs in the early Patristic Period I and II (2 Sessions)

P. Brown, The Cult of the Saints

Candida Moss, The Other Christs

Ramsay MacMullen, The Second Church: Popular Christianity A.D. 200-400
(Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature 2009).

Robin Darling Young, ‘Martyrdom as Exaltation’, in Burrus, ed., Late Ancient
Christianity, pp. 70-92

Robin Darling Young, In Procession before the World: Martyrdom as Public
Liturgy in Early Christianity, The Pére Marquette Lecture in Theology, 2001
(Milwaukee: Marquette University Press 2001

M. Johnson, ““Sharing ‘The Cup of Christ’: The Cessation of Martyrdom and
Anaphoral Development,”

October 4:

VII. Mary in the Later Patristic Period I: the Theotokos Controversy

Sermons and letters of Nestorius and Cyril of Alexandria (R.A. Norris, The
Christological Controversy, 112-141

Nicholas Constas, Weaving the Body of God: Proclus of Constantinople,
the Theotokos, and the Loom of the Flesh,” Journal of Early Christian Studies 3,
2 (1995), 169-194

M. Johnson, “Sub Tuum Praesidium: The Theotokos in Christian Life and
Worship Before Ephesus,” in Bryan Spinks (ed.), The Place of Christ in
Liturgical Prayer: Christology, Trinity and Liturgical Theology (Collegeville:
The Liturgical Press, 2008): 243-267.

R. Eno, "Mary and Her Role in Patristic Theology" (in The One Mediator, the
Saints, and Mary)

October 11:

VIIIL. Mary in the Later Patristic Period II: Early Marian Feasts and Devotions

Ephrem, Hymns in Praise of the Virgin Mary (especially pp. 18-45)
Proclus of Constantinople, Sermon on Mary

M. Johnson, “Sub Tuum Praesidium: The Theotokos in Christian Life and
Worship Before Ephesus,” in Bryan Spinks (ed.), The Place of Christ in



Liturgical Prayer: Christology, Trinity and Liturgical Theology (Collegeville:
The Liturgical Press, 2008): 243-267.

Kilian McDonnell, “The Marian Liturgical Tradition” (in The One Mediator, the
Saints, and Mary)

Walter Ray, “August 15 and the Jerusalem Calendar” (PhD Dissertatioin)
October 15 - 23: Mid-Semester Break

October 25:

IX. Mary in the Later Patristic Period III: The Death/Dormition and Glorification
of Mary (6™-8" Centuries)

B. Daley, On the Dormition of Mary: Early Patristic Homilies
Stephen Shoemaker, Ancient Tradition's of the Virgin Mary's Dormition
and Assumption (Oxford; Oxford University Press, 2004))

November 1:

X. Popular Piety and the Cult of Mary and the Saints Toward the End of the
Patristic Period in the West

Bradshaw/Johnson, Chapter 5
G. J. C. Snoek, Medieval Piety from Relics to the Eucharist (Leiden: Brill 1995),.

John Crook, The Architectural Setting of the Cult of the Saints in the Early
Christian West (New York/London: Oxford University Press 2000)

J. Jungmann, "The Defeat of Teutonic Arianism and the Revolution in Religious
Culture in the Early Middle Ages," in idem., Pastoral Liturgy, 1-100.

K. Froehlich, "The Libri Carolini and the Lessons of the Iconoclastic
Controversy," (in The One Mediator, the Saints, and Mary)

November 8:

XI. Calendars of Saints in East and West



November 15:

XII. Marian Intercession in East and West

Bernard of Clairvaux, Four Homilies in Praise of the Virgin Mother

R. Taft, “Marian Liturgical Veneration: Origins, Meaning, and Contemporary
Catholic Renewal,” Proceedings Orientale Lumen Il Conference, June
15-18, 1999 (Fairfax, VA: Catholic University of America, 1999).

R. Taft, “Praying to or for the Saints? A Note on the Sanctoral Intercessions/
Commemorations in the Anaphora,” in M. Schneider, W. Berschin (eds),
Ab Oriente et Occidente (Mt 8, 11): Kirche aus Ost und West —
Gedenkschrift fiir Wilhelm Nyssen (Erzabtei St. Ottilien: Eos Verlag,
1996): 439-55.

Akathistos Hymn

Elizabeth Johnson, “Mary as Mediatrix,” (in The One Mediator, the
Saints, and Mary)

November 22, 29, and December 8
XIII. XIV. XV. Student Presentations of Research

December 8: Research paper due!

Possible Paper Topics

The Ethiopian Anaphora of Mary

Mary’s “Sanctification” in the Fathers

The Cult of the Martyrs and Their Relics

Monastics/Asceticism and Martyrdom

Veneration of Mary in the East Syrian, Coptic, West Syrian, and/or Byzantine Traditions

Mary’s “Priesthood” in the Fathers

The Development and Theological Interpretation of the Akathistos Hymn

Development and Theology of Early Marian Feasts

The Architectural Setting of the Cult of the Saints

The Use (and Misuse?) of Patristic sources in contemporary Marian Dogmatic
Definitions (Immaculate Conception and Assumption)

The Use (and Misuse?) of Patristic sources in Miguel Sanchez, Imagen de la Virgen
Maria, Madre de Dios de Guadalupe, 1648
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