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PT 6000: BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP & CHRISTIAN GENEROSITY 
 

Summer Term Course 2014. 2 Semester Hours.  
Class Schedule: Two Weekends.  Fridays: 2:00pm – 9pm. Saturdays: 8:30am – 3:15pm 

Visiting Professor: Gary G. Hoag, Ph.D. – EFCA, Generosity Monk 
 

Office Hour: By Appointment Only. 
Phone: 303-888-6052.    Email: gary.hoag@generositymonk.com   

 
 

The contents of this syllabus are subject to change until the first day of class. 
 
Catalog Description 
This course helps leaders understand biblical stewardship principles as a basis for encouraging 
Christian generosity. Students will explore the Scriptures alongside theological and professional 
writings to develop a personal philosophy of stewardship and a resource development plan for an 
organization or church.  
 
Course Objectives 
At the end of this course: 
• Learners will be able to articulate stewardship themes from the Scriptures and discuss the 
implications of those themes for their lives and ministry. 
• Learners will exhibit an extensive grasp of biblical stewardship principles by writing a 
philosophy of biblical stewardship paper. 
• Learners will be positioned to encourage Christian generosity in the church context or other 
ministry organizational settings, locally, nationally or globally. 
• Learners will complete a resource development project that demonstrates their ability to use a 
variety of resources and strategies to help people grow in the grace of giving. 
 
Required Texts 
Alcorn, Randy. The Treasure Principle: Unlocking the Secret of Joyful Giving. Sisters: OR 

Multnomah, 2005 [ISBN: 9781590525081]  
Blomberg, Craig. Neither Poverty Nor Riches: A Biblical Theology of Material Possessions.  

Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999.  [ISBN: 9780830826070]  
Nouwen, Henri J.M. Spirituality of Fundraising. Nashville: Upper Room, 2010. [ISBN:  

9780835810449] 
Rodin, R. Scott and Gary G. Hoag. The Sower: Redefining the Ministry of Raising Kingdom  

Resources. Winchester, VA: ECFA Press, 2010. [ISBN: 9780979990793]  
Willmer, Wesley K. ed. Revolution in Generosity: Transforming Stewards to be Rich toward  

God. Chicago: Moody Press, 2008. [ISBN: 9780802467539]  
 

Course Format 
Sessions will be conducted in lecture with break out times for small group discussion, one-on-
one interaction, or journaling in response to formational questions. Video clips are also 
integrated into the curriculum. In addition, students will also be exposed to a variety of resources 
found in the bibliography as those materials are referenced or speak to the material being 
delivered in the course.  
 
 



PT 6000 Syllabus                                                                            Summer 2014  Edition 2 

Course Schedule 
Friday #1 
Course Overview  
Biblical Stewardship and Christian Generosity from Global Perspective  
Possessions in the Old Testament  
Stuff in the Synoptic Gospels 
Stewardship Exhortations and Examples in the Early Church 
  
Saturday #1 
Stewardship and Generosity in Church History  
Stewardship and Generosity in the Church Today 
Panel of Givers Lunch Forum:  
“Understanding Biblical Stewardship & Practicing Christian Generosity”  
Project #1 – Preparation and Discussion 
 
Friday #2 
Encouraging Christian Generosity: Different Visions, Roles and Responsibilities  
Transforming Stewards in the Church Context 
Increasing Participation in your Parachurch Ministry 
Seven Deadly Sins of Christian Fundraising 
 
Saturday #2 
Historical Lessons and Best Practices for Church and Parachurch Settings 
Integrity in Christian Fundraising, Course Evaluations, Panel and Pizza Lunch Forum 
Panel of Practitioners Lunch Forum:  
“More than Raising Money: Encouraging Stewards to be Rich toward God” 
Project #2 – Preparation and Discussion  
 
Course Expectations 
All students must complete these requirements (100 points = 100 percent):   
1. Attend all four days of class and participate in discussions: 20 points/20% of final grade. 
2. Complete the reading on time: 30 points/30% of final grade. 
3. Write a Philosophy of Biblical Stewardship Paper (8-10 pages): 25 points/25% of final grade.  
4. Design a Resource Development Plan (8-10 pages): 25 points/25% of final grade. 
Show up, speak up, do your reading and demonstrate thoughtful interaction with the Scriptures 
and the reading material, you will succeed! Grading will follow these ranges:  

100-94 = A     93-90 = A-    89-87 = B+   86-84 = B     83-80 = B- 
(same distribution in 70’s and 60’s for C’s and D’s. All grades below 60 = F) 

 
Assignments 
Reading is due before class begins on theses dates. Papers must be emailed to the professor at 
gary.hoag@generositymonk.com on the dates below. Late papers will lose five points per day. 
Due before Friday #1 of class – Read: Neither Poverty Nor Riches   
Due before Saturday #1 of class – Read: Treasure Principle  
Due by the Wednesday before Friday #2– Email: Philosophy of Biblical Stewardship Paper 
Due before Friday #2 of class – Read: The Sower and Spirituality of Fundraising  
Due before Saturday #2 of class – Read: Revolution in Generosity (any five chapters) 
Due ten days after the last day of class – Email: Resource Development Paper 
Due ten days after the last day of class – Email: Report of Reading done on schedule 
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Project #1  
Philosophy of Biblical Stewardship Paper 
In this paper, you must articulate your philosophy of biblical stewardship that serves as a basis 
for the practice of Christian generosity. Essentially your job is to demonstrate a grasp of the 
biblical themes that emerge in the OT, Gospels and Early Church, and describe they relate to 
your life personally and your practice professionally. As these areas have been largely formed by 
your family, your church tradition, and more broadly by the culture, the goal here is to explore 
the Scriptures and declare what you believe. This will shape the rest of your life and leadership.  
 
This paper should be 8-10 pages in length citing Scriptures and saints through the century whose 
thinking has shaped your own. Additionally, all papers must include a one-page stewardship 
summary that could be adopted by your church or parachurch organization as a corporate 
stewardship statement.    
 
Project #2  
Resource Development Plan  
For this project, you must craft a resource development plan for your actual or a hypothetical 
church or parachurch ministry setting. Your plan must include the spiritual and strategic work 
required of leaders who want to do move beyond raising up gifts to raising up givers to be rich 
toward God. In addition to citing relevant Scriptures, you must cite insights gained from your 
reading and best practice research as well as pitfalls to avoid in your chosen ministry context.  
 
This project should be 8-10 pages in length.  Your plan must include background information, 
current ministry focus, as well as strategic initiatives, goals and objectives to be implemented. As 
an alternative to presenting it in paper form, students may create a web-based project, but they 
will also be required to submit a paper which explains the thinking behind the its development 
and the plan for implementation, again, explaining the rationale behind it.  
 
Other Resources on Biblical Stewardship and Christian Generosity: 
 
Alcorn, Randy. Managing God’s Money: A Biblical Guide. Wheaton: Tyndale House. 2011. 
Alcorn, Randy. Money, Possessions and Eternity. Revised Edition. Wheaton: Tyndale House.  

Publishers. 2003. 
Andringa, Robert C. and Engstrom, Ted W. Nonprofit Board Answer Book: Practical Guidelines  

for Board Members and Chief Executives. Washington D.C.: National Center for  
Nonprofit Boards. 1997.  

Axelrod, Terry. Raising More Money: A Step-By-Step Guide to Building Lifelong Donors.  
Seattle: Raising More Money Publications. 2003.  

Axelrod, Terry. Re-igniting Your Board. Seattle: Raising More Money Publications. 2003.  
Axelrod, Terry. The Point of Entry Handbook. Seattle: Raising More Money Publications. 2003.  
Barna, George. How to Increase Giving in Your Church. Ventura: Regal. 1997.  
Barnett, Jake. Wealth & Wisdom: A Biblical Perspective on Possessions. Colorado Springs:  

NavPress. 1987. 
Bassler, Jouette. God & Mammon: Asking for Money in the New Testament. Nashville:  

Abingdon. 1991. 
Beisner, E. Calvin. Prosperity and Poverty: The Compassionate Use of Resources in a World of  

Scarcity. Eugene: Wipf & Stock. 2001. 
Bellesi, Denny and Leesa. The Kingdom Assignment: What Will You Do with the Talents God  

Has Given You? Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 2001. 
Blomberg, Craig L. Preaching the Parables: From Responsible Interpretation to Powerful  
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Proclamation. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic. 2004. 
Blomberg, Craig L. Heart, Soul, and Money: A Christian View of Possessions. Joplin, MO:  

College Press. 2000. 
Blue, Ron. Generous Living: Finding Contentment Through Giving. Grand Rapids: Zondervan.  

1997. 
Blue, Ron with White, Jeremy. Splitting Heirs: Giving Money and Things to Your Children  

Without Ruining Their Lives. Chicago: Northfield. 2004. 
Blue, Ron and Judy. Raising Money-Smart Kids: How to Teach Your Children the Secrets of  

Earning, Saving, Investing and Spending Wisely. Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 1992. 
Brooks, Arthur C. Who Really Cares: The Surprising Truth About Compassionate  

Conservatism. New York: Basic. 2006.  
Burkett, Larry. The Word on Finances: Topical Scriptures and Commentary. Chicago: Moody  

Press. 1994. 
Callahan, Kennon L. Giving and Stewardship in an Effective Church: A Guide for Every  

Member. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 1997. 
Cameron, Barry L. and Douglas J. Crozier. The ABC's of Financial Success Workbook. Joplin:  

HeartSpring. 2005. 
Cathy, S. Truett with Blanchard, Ken. The Generosity Factor: Discover the Joy of Giving Your  

Time, Talent and Treasure. Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 2002. 
Chait, Richard P., William P. Ryan and Barbara E. Taylor. Governance as Leadership:  

Reframing the Work of Nonprofit Boards. Hoboken: Wiley. 2005.  
Cloughen, Charles Jr. One Minute Stewardship Sermons. Harrisburg: Morehouse Publishing  

Group. 1997. 
Conway, Daniel. The Reluctant Steward Revisited: Preparing Pastors for Administrative and  

Financial Duties. Saint Meinrad School of Theology. St. Meinrad, IN. 2002. 
Cunningham, Loren. Daring to Live on the Edge: The Adventure of Faith and Finances. Seattle:  

YWAM. 1991. 
Dayton, Howard. Free and Clear: God's Road Map to Debt-Free Living. Chicago: Moody. 2006. 
Dayton, Howard. Your Money Counts: The Biblical Guide to Earning, Spending, Saving,  

Investing, Giving and Getting Out of Debt. Wheaton: Tyndale House 1997. 
Dayton, Howard. Your Money Map: A Proven 7-Step Guide to True Financial Freedom.  

Chicago: Moody. 2006. 
de Graaf, John, David Wann and Thomas H. Naylor. Affluenza: The All-Consuming Epidemic,  

2nd ed. San Francisco: Berrett-Koehler. 2005.  
Dillon, R. Mark. Advancing Advancement: A Study of Fundraising Effectiveness Among  

Protestant Seminaries in the U.S. Indianapolis: Lilly Endowment. 1990.  
Dillon, William P. People Raising: A Practical Guide to Raising Support. Chicago: Moody  

Press. 1993.  
Edic, Dick. Resourcing Your Vision: A Church Stewardship Training Guide. San Diego: HP  

Press. 2002.  
Ellul, Jacques. Money and Power. Downers Grove: InterVarsity. 1984 
Flynn, Leslie B. 19 Gifts of the Spirit. Colorado Springs: NexGen. 2004. 
Flynn, Leslie B. Your God and your Gold. Williamsport, PA: Hearthstone Publishing Company.  

1973. 
Foster, Richard J. The Challenge of the Disciplined Life: Christian Reflections on Money, Sex  

and Power. San Francisco: Harper Collins. 1989. 
Frank, John R. The Ministry of Development: An Introduction to the Strategies for Success in  

Christian Ministries. Dallas: EDM Press. 1996.  
Getz, Gene A. Rich in Every Way: Everything God Says About Money and Possessions. West  

Monroe, LA: Howard. 2004. 



PT 6000 Syllabus                                                                            Summer 2014  Edition 5 

Gonzales, Justo L. Faith & Wealth: A History of Early Christian Ideas on the Origin,  
Significance and Use of Money. Eugene: Wipf & Stock. 2002. 

Gordon, David W. A Plan for Stewardship Education and Development Through the Year: An  
Outline Manual. Harrisburg: Morehouse Group. 1998.  

Gotthardt, Alan. The Eternity Portfolio: A Practical Guide to Investing Your Money for Ultimate  
Results. Wheaton: Tyndale House. 2003. 

Guinness, Os. Doing Well and Doing Good: Money, Giving and Caring in a Free Society.  
Colorado Springs: NavPress. 2001. 

Hamilton, Adam. Enough: Discovering Joy through Simplicity and Generosity. Nashville:  
Abingdon. 2009. 

Ingram, Chip. The Genius of Generosity. Atlanta: National Christian Foundation. 2010. 
Jeavons, Thomas H. and Basinger, Rebekah Burch. Growing Givers' Hearts: Treating  

Fundraising as Ministry. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 2000.  
Johnson, Luke Timothy. The Literary Function of Possessions in Luke-Acts. Ann Arbor:  

Scholars Press/UMI. 1977. 
Kapic, Kelly. God So Loved, He Gave: Entering the Movement of Divine Generosity. Grand  

Rapids: Zondervan. 2010. 
Keller, Timothy. Generous Justice: How God’s Grace Makes Us Just. New York: Penguin  

Group. 2010. 
Kinsler, Ross and Gloria. The Biblical Jubilee and the Struggle for Life: An Invitation to  

Personal, Ecclesial and Social Transformation. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books. 1999. 
Kluth, Brian. 40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life. www.generouslife.info. 2006. 
Kluth, Brian. Experience God as Your Provider: Finding Financial Stability in Unstable Times.  
 Chicago: Moody Publishers. 2010. 
Kluth, Brian. Seven Keys to Open-Handed Living in a Tight-Fisted World. 2011. 
Kuniholm, Whitney. The Ministry of Fund Raising. Washington, D.C.: Prison Fellowship. 1990.  
Lindholm, Paul R. First Fruits: Stewardship Thoughts and Stories from Around the World.  

Pasadena: Hope. 1993. 
Lingenfelter, Sherwood. Transforming Culture: A Challenge for Christian Mission. Grand  

Rapids: Baker. 1992. 
Link, E.G. "Jay". Family Wealth Counseling: Getting to the Heart of the Matter. Franklin, IN:  

Professional Mentoring Program. 1999.  
Link, E.G. "Jay". Spiritual Thoughts on Material Things: 30 Days of Food for Thought. 2009.  
Link, E.G. "Jay". To Whom Much is Given: Navigating the Ten Life Dilemmas Affluent  

Christians Face – A Stewardship Guide to Godly Decision Making. 2009.  
MacArthur, John. Whose Money is it Anyway? A Biblical Guide to Using God's Wealth.  

Nashville: Word. 2000. 
McDaniel, Chris. Igniting a Life of Generosity. Winchester, VA: ECFA Press, 2011.  
MacDonald, Gordon. Secrets of the Generous Life: Reflections to Awaken the Spirit and Enrich  

the Soul. Wheaton: Tyndale House. 2002. 
MacDonald, Gordon with Patrick Johnson. Generosity: Moving Toward Life that is Truly Life.  
 Atlanta: National Christian Foundation. 2008. 
McNamara, Patrick H. More than Money: Portraits of Transformative Stewardship. Herndon,  

VA: The Alban Institute. 1999. 
Morris, Adam John. The Fund-Raising Techniques of Evangelical Parachurch Organizations  

and God's View of Money and Possessions. Doctoral Dissertation at Talbot School of  
Theology. 2002.  

Morton, Scott. Funding your Ministry: Whether You're Gifted or Not! Colorado Springs: Dawson  
Media. 1999.  

NIV Stewardship Study Bible: Discovering God’s Design for Life, the Environment, Finances, 
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Generosity and Eternity. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2008.  
Olford, Stephen F. The Grace of Giving: A Biblical Study of Christian Stewardship. Grand  

Rapids: Kregel. 1972. 
Ortberg, John, Lauri Pederson and Judson Poling. Giving: Unlocking the Heart of Good  

Stewardship. Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 2000. 
Packer, J.I. Hot Tub Religion: and Other Thoughts on Christian Living in a Materialistic World.  

Wheaton: Tyndale House. 1993. 
Piper, John. Money: The Currency of Christian Hedonism. Chattanooga: Generous Giving. 2003. 
Platt, David. Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from the American Dream. Colorado Springs:  

Multnomah. 2010. 
O'Hurley-Pitts, Michael. The Passionate Steward: Recovering Christian Stewardship from  

Secular Fundraising. Toronto, Canada: St. Brigid Press. 2002.  
Prince, Russ Alan and File, Karen Maru. The Seven Faces of Philanthropy: A New Approach to  

Cultivating Major Donors. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 1994.  
Ramsey, Dave. The Total Money Makeover. Nashville: Nelson. 2003.  
Rodin, R. Scott. Stewards in the Kingdom: A Theology of Life in All its Fullness. Downers  

Grove: InterVarsity. 2000. 
Rodin, R. Scott. The 7 Deadly Sins of Christian Fundraising. Spokane: Kingdom Life. 2007.  
Rodin, R. Scott. The Steward Leader: Transforming People, Organizations and Communities. 

Downers Grove: InterVarsity. 2010.  
Schneider, John R. Godly Materialism: Rethinking Money & Possessions. Downers Grove:  

InterVarsity. 1994. 
Schneider, John R. The Good of Affluence: Seeking God in a Culture of Wealth. Grand Rapids:  

Eerdmans. 2002. 
Searcy, Nelson with Jennifer Dykes Henson. Maximize: How to Develop Extravagant Givers in  

Your Church. Grand Rapids: Baker. 2010. 
Searcy, Nelson with Jennifer Dykes Henson. The Generosity Ladder: Your Next Step to  

Financial Peace. Grand Rapids: Baker. 2010. 
Schnase, Robert. Practicing Extravagant Generosity: Daily Readings on the Grace of Giving. 
 Nashville: Abingdon. 2011. 
Schrum, Jake B. ed. A Board's Guide to Comprehensive Campaigns. Washington D.C.: AGB.  

2000.  
Shelley, Bruce L. The Gospel and the American Dream. Portland: Multnomah. 1989. 
Sider, Ronald J. Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger: Moving from Affluence to Generosity.  

Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 1997. 
Stanley, Andy. Fields of Gold: A Place Beyond Your Deepest Fears. A Prize Beyond Your  

Wildest Imagination. Wheaton: Tyndale. 2004. 
Stott, John R.W. Stott on Stewardship: Ten Principles of Christian Giving. Chattanooga:  

Generous Giving. 2003. 
Stovall, Jim. The Ultimate Gift. Colorado Springs: RiverOak. 2001. 
Volf, Miroslav. Free of Charge: Giving and Forgiving in a Culture Stripped of Grace. Grand  

Rapids: Zondervan. 2005. 
Wagner, Lilya, Rebecca Paredes and Ricardo Rodriguez. Envisioning Growth- Achieving  

Greatness: The Story of the Hispanic Stewardship Development Partnership.  
Indianapolis: The Center on Philanthropy at IU. 2004.  

Wheeler, Sondra Ely. Wealth as Peril and Obligation: The New Testament on Possessions.  
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans-Lightning Source. 1995. 

Willard, Dallas. The Spirit of the Disciplines. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco. 1991. 
Willmer, Wesley K. with Smith, Martyn. God & Your Stuff: The Vital Link Between Your  

Possessions and Your Soul. Colorado Springs: NavPress. 2002. 
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Willmer, Wesley K. ed. Money for Ministries: Biblical Guidelines for Giving and Asking.  
Wheaton: Victor Books. 1989.  

Willmer, Wesley K. ed. Advancing Christian Higher Education: A Guide to Effective Resource  
Development. Washington D.C.: Council for Christian Colleges and Universities. 1996.  

Wuthnow, Robert. God and Mammon in America. New York: Free Press. 1994. 
Wuthnow, Robert. The Crisis in the Churches: Spiritual Malaise, Fiscal Woe. New York:  

Oxford University Press. 1997. 
 
Website Resources  
10K Wizard SEC Filings – www.10kwizard.com  
Acton Institute – www.acton.org  
Alban Institute – www.alban.org  
American Association of Fundraising Counsel (Giving U.S.A.) – www.aafrc.org  
American Council on Gift Annuities – www.acga.web.org  
Association of Fundraising Professionals – www.nsfre.org  
Association of Prospect Researchers for Advancement – www.aprahome.org  
Barna Research – www.barna.org  
Benevon – www.benevon.com 
Blackbaud: The Raiser's Edge Fundraising Software – www.blackbaud.com  
Boardsource – www.boardsource.org  
Christian Leadership Alliance – www.christianleadershipalliance.com  
Crown Financial Ministries – www.crown.org  
Ecumenical Stewardship Center – www.stewardshipresources.org  
Eternal Perspective Ministries – www.epm.org  
Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability – www.ecfa.org  
Foundations On-line – www.foundations.org  
Generous Giving – www.generousgiving.org  
Good Sense Ministry – www.goodsenseministry.com  
Guidestar (The National Database of Nonprofit Organizations) – www.guidestar.org  
Maximum Generosity – www.kluth.org  
Money for Ministry – www.moneyforministry.com  
National Committee on Planned Giving – www.ncpg.org  
Ronald Blue & Co., LLC – www.ronblue.com  
The Chronicle of Philanthropy – www.philanthropy.com  
The Foundation Center – www.fdncenter.org  
The Fundraising School – www.philanthropy.iupui.edu 
The NonProfit Times – www.nptimes.com    
 
Related Websites: 
www.GenerosityPledge.org 
www.GiveWithJoy.org  
www.GenerousLife.org   
www.GenerousYou.com   
www.NationalChristian.com   
www.TheGathering.com   
www.StewardshipMinistries.org   
www.AcceptableGift.org    
www.GenerosityMovement.org   
www.StewardshipCouncil.net   
www.IssacharInitiative.org   
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www.GiveToGenerosity.org   
www.KardiaPlanning.com   
www.ExcellenceInGiving.com   
www.JunkyCarClub.com    
www.RoyalTreasure.org   
www.GiveToGenerosity.org   
www.MinistryWatch.com  
www.WallWatchers.com  
www.NetworkforGood.org   
www.CharityNavigator.org    
www.Give.org  
www.iDonate.com  
www.MinistrySpotlight.org 
www.ServantMatch.org  
www.GlobalFast.org   
www.GodIsYourProvider.com 
www.MyFamilyForms.org  
www.Compass1.org  
www.DaveRamsey.com  
www.KingdomAdvisors.org  
www.360FinancialLiteracy.org   
www.DebtProofLiving.com   
www.MattAboutMoney.com 
www.BobMarette.com  
www.SoundMindInvesting.com  
www.StewardshipPartners.com  
www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org 
www.GenerousLife.org  
www.GenerosityPledge.org  
www.STATEofthePLATE.info   
www.ChristianStewardshipNetwork.com 
www.GenerousChurch.com  
www.StewardshipMinistries.org  
www.VisionResourcingGroup.com   
www.GlobalGenerosity.org  
www.PlannedGivingMinistries.com 
www.StewardshipResources.org  
www.EffectiveStewardship.com  
www.StewardshipDirect.com  
www.IntSteward.org  
www.AnnualStewardship.com  
www.RevolutionInGenerosity.com 
www.SowerBook.org  
 
 
Other Resources from Gary Hoag, Generosity Monk 
Visit www.generositymonk.com to subscribe to my daily email Meditations and to download 
resources such as my stewardship and resource development bibliography, articles that 
encourage Christian generosity and other materials. 
 


